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Letter to the Editor
SUBJECT: “Canada’s F-35: Engines not included”
Ottawa Citizen
13 June, 2011

Dear Editor,
This is further to a recent article and associated headline in your newspaper that unnecessarily and incorrectly stated that the F-35 acquisition does not include engines, which is contrary to a response provided by National Defence that clearly stated engines are indeed included.  
Since the July 2010 announcement, the Department of National Defence has been open with Canadians about the facts surrounding this important acquisition. To this effect, officials have given numerous media interviews, conducted technical briefings across the country and appeared before Parliamentary committees.
Canada has committed $9 billion for the acquisition of F-35 aircraft. This amount has consistently included the complete aircraft with engines, weapons, supporting infrastructure, initial spare parts and training simulators. The F-35 will enable the Canadian Forces to operate effectively against the evolving threats of the 21st century, at home and abroad, for the next 40 years or so.

National Defence has a clear record of providing Canadians with answers on such basic facts as the inclusion of an engine in an aircraft. The Department would have hoped that such facts would be clearly presented to your readers.

Sincerely,
Dan Ross
Assistant Deputy Minister – Materiel

Department of National Defence
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